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THE CAMDEN EXPEDITION

A Narrative of the Advance of Gen Steele in the Spring of 1864

By A V KENDRICK

Tho Spring of 1804 was ono of great
activity in each department of tho Union
army The final stroke was to bo given
to tho most gigantic rebellion known in
history and Grant that matchless military
genius planned an advanco movement
nil along the line Tho Department of
Arkansas under command of Maj Gen
Frederick Steele was not an exception
but owing to the more important expe-

ditions
¬

under the leadership of 3Ieadc
Sherman and Banks the part played in
this great drama by Gen Steele and his
little army has never been fully or fairly
treated in the history of thoso exciting
times It is my purpose at this time to give
a brief account of Steelos march to Camden

As tho Spring of 18G4

opened at Little Kock
everything was bustle and
activity in military circles
The different depart-
ments

¬

Ordnance Quar-
termaster

¬

and Commis- -

Bary were busy equipping
the army which as soon as
Knrinn- nnpnprl wn in move --x ht rciKI fnn iinnltnll l vijiH- -

Banks who was moving yjKi - fScs
on fahreveport by way oi
the Red River

Steeles line of march
was southwest from Little
Kock via Benton Spoon
ville Arkadelphia and
Prairie de Anne At the
latter point ho would have
choice of routes via Prince-- Ji
ton Washington or Cam-
den

¬

to a junction with
Banks at or near Shreve
port

Early in the morning of
March 23 reveille was
Bounded breakfast hur-
riedly

¬

eaten and to the in-

spiring
¬

tuno of lankee
Doodle Steeles nrmv
about 12000 strong began P
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ground On the 1st day
of April the daring rebel
Gen Fagan in command
of the cavalry
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sion dashes first in the front then in
the rear next in the center of tho train
which kept the teamsters and the teams in
almost a continued panic the troops
having charge continually double-quickin- g

from front to rear to save the train
During this commotion a to me most

ludicrous thing happened A member
of the 50th Ind a tall ungainly fellow
had met with the good fortune to capture
a goose He held to it in spite of the march-
ing

¬

and counter marching the goose
Bquawking and flopping Late in the
evening during an engagement he was
bounded with his foot on the goose

As we advanced farther into tho rebel
country the opposition grew more stubborn
and at the Little Misspuri on April 4 the
enemy made a determined stand During
this engagement which was fought on our
Bide by the lamented Gen S A Rice
one the slickest tricks was played on a
Confederate Captain and a company of
cavalry The enemy had fallen back
from the river and a Captain with a com-
pany

¬

of men was sent up the river to re
connoiter and tho rebel Captain with a
much larger company had been sent down
the river on a similar errand

The Captain of the Union troops saw
the others coming and quietly formed on
the side of the road as if to allow the others
to pass He ordered his men to hold their
fire until he gave the word of command
therefor then each man to pick his man
and fire When the company came suf-
ficiently

¬

near to be fully covered by their
Suns the Captain rode out front of the
advancing column and drawing his sword
said

In the name the United States of
America order you to surrender

The rebels seeing themselves covered by
our boys carbines could do notljing but give
In But when the rebel Captain taw tliat
he had surrendered to an enemy so much
Inferior numbers ho was greatly cha-
grined

¬

Aftr the enemy was dislodged tho entire
army crossed the river on an improvised
bridge and went into camp near trie river
While lying there the re-
inforcements

¬

under Gen Thayer from
Fort Smith joined us and a mixed multi-
tude

¬

it was Indians colored troops from
the North and white troops with a sprink ¬

ling of Arkansas volunteers of the peculiar
Arkansas type Tho train consisted of
every conceivable style of vehicle from a
fine carriage to a creaking cart

Gen Steele soon toned this down His
army as now composed was about 15000
strong embracing two divisions of infan-
try

¬

commanded by Gens Solomon andThayer one division of cavalrv under
command of Brig Gen Carr and a number
of batteries of leld guns

After a few days1 rest on April 10 wo
again took up the line march and at
4 oclock p in reached the edge of the
Prairie de Anne a leritable gem in the
surrounding pine barrens and eypress
Bwamps But alas there is no rose
without its thorns and so we found this
beautiful little prairie gem As we neared
the edge of the prairie every move indi-
cated

¬

danger ahead Orderlies ivere gal-
loping

¬

to and fro and heavy columns of
Infantry were coming into lino on double
quick Batteries under full gallop were
being massed and tho cavalry on cither
wing were drawn up in line eager for the
fray

At last all was still savo the merry
songsters tn they flitted from bough to
bough in utter unconsciousness of the
storm of human passion gathering elow

did it all mean We had reached the
strategical point of the entire campaign
With Prairie de Anne our hands Gen
Steele would have a choice of rnuim to

in soiiinwesiern Arkansas lying imme
diately on our line of march to form a
Junction with Bankti upon the Red River
Gen knew this and had thrown up a
strong line of fortifications and massed
his entire army at this ixiint

The silence was soon broken by the
cavalry on the advance who at word
of command dashed out of the woods at
full spewl Immediately the rebels occu-
pying

¬

a low ridne runninir lenuthwiso of
the prairie opened fire and the shell and
snoi cam loanug Uirougli the trees and
awed to silence the feathered songsters
Lieut John K Lacey of Gen Rices staff
rode up Ui thefrotit if our line and cried
out the of command Forward
Double iuick March and that whole line
of infantry sprang forward as one man
out from the cover of the voods out on the
prairie in the face of a otiles storm of iron
and eid from the long line of gray just
across a ravine a few hundred yards
away une oi ine enein shells burst
near our line part of which cut a road
through the ranks of my regiment
and another part of it struck Lieut Laceys
horse

Swept theline of bide tlrrough the
thickest of thorns over the ravine up to
the ridge on which the line of battle of the
enemy wis formed but thev had fled
Ieaving their dead and vvoundiHl in our
uanas the enemy fell back to their forti- -
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ficatlons at tho farther edge of tho prairie
and wo camped for tho night on the line of
battle formerlv occupied by the enemy

During the night th enemy kept up a
cannonade at intervals and at tho close of
one of these about 11 oclock they made a
desperate charge upon one of our batteries
but were repulsed with considerable loss

The next day we moved out on the high
prairie in full force but for some reason
foil back again at night and went into
camp on the samo ground occupied the
night before 1 know of no reason for this
ma mver unless it was to awe Gen Price
witn a military display Each arm of the
service wis in its proper place artillery
infantry and cavalry in perfect order
with a heavy line of skirmishers thrown
out and slowly pressing the line of
gray equally cool and daring There was
one rebel cavalryman of matchless daring
who would leave the skirmish line and
riding closely up to our line fire and ride
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off again But he did this once too often
was severely wounded and fell into our
hands

While we were marching across the
prairie in silpnee expecting the enemy
would open on us from the fortifications
just ahead an old cow with a bell on
came running down the line between us
and the rel A hundred or more of our
boys took after her whooping and yelling
in plain view of both armies to the great
merriment of both Johnny and Yank alike

The next day at dawn we were in line of
hnttle find eprv miin knew Hint Gen
Steele meant business that day and Gen
Price knew it too for when we marched
out again in full view of him and his men
he threw no his hands and said They
are coming in clouds and immediate-
ly

¬

ordered retreat This left the way open
for us we at one occupied tlie line of
fortifications so recently held by the enemy

That afternoon we took up our line of
march for Camden and were unciutu lied
by the enemy except as they would attack
our rear guard or make a sudden dash
hoping to capture our supply train Our
lino of march lay across a dismal swamp
through which we had to literally wade

Our portly Major was ridinir at the head
of tho regiment with his wonted dignity
He was not a great military genius but was
very polite when in command of the regi-
ment

¬

and when ho wanted us to Iio down
he would sav Lio down gentlemen lie
down As he was riding along his horse
stumbled and threw tho Major headlong
into the mud and water The boys cried
out Lie down Major lie down

On the afternoon of the 14th of Anril
orders came to Gen Rice U take his brigade
and make a forward march to the junction
of two roads ahead of us as tho enemy was
making every effort to reach it before wo did
My reiriment beinir in his bricade we un- -
slung Knapsacks and hurried on as fast as
we coiu actually drawing rations as we
marcneu aiong irom uianKets sprcaa uy me
roadside upon which crackers were placed
and each man prmitted to take a certain
numlier as he pissed Wo hurried on as
fast as wo could but night camo on and
with it intease darkness We were very
weary and the question Row far is it to
camp was often asked Finally a cav
alryman came ridinrr from the front and
cried out Three miles to camo This
welcome fact so impressed one of our boys
of a poateal turn of mind that ho wrote a
poem entitled Three Miles to Camp and
the following aro the first lines
Onward inarching ever onward
Through the forest lono and drear

Now fatigue almost oercomes us
Searcn our limlis their burdens bear

Stiil the evening shadows deepen
Yet no sign of rest appears

But a horseman comes togreet us
And his glad nhouts greet our ears

Three miles to camp Three miles to camp
Pass the word along the column

Cheer the weary cheer the solemn
Soon now rest will come

Its only three miles to camp
Early the next morning we were on tho

move the enemy had beaten uh and at
8 oclock we came upon their advanco posts
and skirmishing began As we were lying
by the roadside about 9 oclock a maked
lattery opened Ire on us and the first battle
of Poison Springs was liegun It was
mostly an artillery engagement and lasted
for two hours at the close of which the
enemy were routed and wo moved on

The place occupied by the relx1 battery
was plainly marked by thedead horses and
dismounted cannon left lichind The dead
and wounded if anv were carried off by
the retreating foe All day long the enemj
dispuU d with us every inch of ground and
irom loison oprings to Uainuen it was
running fight Our men had to march m

Camden the most strongly fortified town 1 most of the timo through

Price

the

word

little
s

On

back

a

but
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dcase woods and underbrush that the
enemy had set on fire

lhe dark columns of smoke at time
would darken the sun and the raging
flames threaten our ammunition tiain A
numlierof Johnnies stopped at a farmhouse
wiivru were une a unmoor oi ijee nivea
with the hone of jrettim some honov but
only had tune to get the bees mad when we
rusneti uikjii them more intent on getting
the honey thaiiwe were in catching tho rebs
nut ve got neither the bees were too mad
and the relx too swift

At B oclock p in on April 15 1804 we
marched into Camden at the one side while
the enemy marched out at the other And
to ende l the march to Camden

A Just Decision of a Jmlire
William J Long County Judge of Thayer
County Neb gave the following as his
decision on an important question of the
day The judge thus expressed his views

I have u od Dr Peters Blood Vitalizer in
the family for about twenty years Wo
have raised thirteen children and never
paid a doctor bill except for the setting bf a
broken limb which tho Vitalizer could not
set 1 it uitiets however air other emerrron
cie3 anil ny wife says she can not keep
house without it So far for the learn
judge We also take plisure in endorsing
his state neat u we havo heard frequent
mention oi mo munis oi tins remedy
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W1NQED MESSENGERS

War Hews In South Africa Carried by Homer
Pigeons

jforonto ifail ana Empire
Presumably the pigeons that aro serving

as post boys in the Transvaal just now ar
rived out on the warshin Powerful unless
which is not improbable certain Britishers
in Natal or Durban had established lofts
where homing birds were trained to the
country I am inclined to favor the former
idea owing to the fact that a naval pigeon
post has been for some time established
and lofts have been built at Dovonnort
Gosport and Sheerness at a cost of about
1000 A couple of years ago the Ad-

miralty
¬

bought a largo number of ld

birds and placed them in the
royal navy loft at Gosport intending to use
them for theconveyancoof messages from
warsliins to shore with a view of tender
ing them serviceable in time of war There
are over 300 societies in England for the
cultivation of homers and many of the
older birds have llown over 700 miles with ¬

out showinrj sicrns of llairirintr
A good pigeon will fly over CO miles

an hour over short distances These times
rs keot with irreat care in Germany and

the apparatus for rioting the timo is most
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ingenious lhe pigeon is taught to
noiuice its arrival at its loft by knuckin
withita beak against the closed trai door
of the dovecote This action sets in mo-

tion
¬

machinery which flings open the door
admits the bird and at the same time rings
a bell that hangs in the attendant room
The greatest care and patience aro neces-
sary while training tho birds It might
seem superfluous in these days of telephone
telegrapli and wireless telegraphy Uxgmtc
the trouble of training birds to carry dis
patches but the wisdom of the action is
made manifest to day when tho whole
world centers about tho message a pigeon
may be carrvmir amonrr hisieathers as he
wings over kopje and veldt on his way to
his dovecote on tho waiting ship

You may care to know the way tho dis
patches are earned in times oi peace at
feast The message if it be a long one
is reduced from tho original by photo-
graphic

¬

process by which eight octavo
pages of writing or printing way be re-
duced

¬

to a mere nothing The little photo-
graph

¬

is then rolled and placer within
quill wh ch is introduced among the tail
feathers of the pigeon and carefinly bound
lhc The oflicer at the receiving station
removes iiie dispatch and with the aid of
the powerful oxy hydrogen microscope
magnifies the writing to more than its first
dimensions

This process can hardly be in force just
now at Ladvsinith therefore the dispatches
are reduced to a few necessary words or
lines to which the reporter or correspond ¬

ent applies the microscope of his imagina-
tion

¬

and we get the story magnified to more
than seven times its first dimensions The
birds would fly direct from Lailysmith to
the warship where no doubt special pro-
vision

¬

has been made for the it There
can lie hardly any doubt that the inarintn
brought the pigeons up with them when
thev went to reinforce Gen i While and re
leased the birds would make for their
dovecote

To Italy belongs tho credit of having first
recognized the utility of training pigeons
as messengers in war time while now
nearly every European Nation has its regi-
ment

¬

of homers These birds aro lietter
stayers than the carrier pigeon proer

and some advance tho theory that they aro
mora intelligent and easier to train Coii
mander Tufnell is tho great English au-
thority

¬

on niireonsand the traiifinir of birds
is his hobby For a long time this gentle-
man

¬

and a few officers trained birds at
their own expense and so successful were
their experiments that the intelligence de-
partment

¬

took hold of the matter officially
with tho result that it was proposed--an- d
may possibly ho an accomplished tact by
this time to fit out a number of tho armed
cruisers with pigeon cotes

The loft at Devonriort is builtso hiirh thit
the birds can see it when a long way out
at sea The cotes which were planned by
Commander Tufnell aro cleverly con-
structed

¬

Tho birds havo general living
and sleeping quarters with cells provide I

where birli of a doubtful character are
held over till their special sins aro found
out Each coto has its hosnital Thero the
sick post lxiys are carefully attended to
The officers at tho stations aro very earn
est in their efforts to train tho birds to
lonc distanco flvincr and thev annarentlv
havo met with greitsuecass v lingag
as isu racing birds winch were llwn at
Thurw in Scotland re ieho 1 their English
homes a distance of 000 miles in a single
day the fastest bird traveling at the speed
of 1400 yards a minute I do not know the
distance letween Ladysmith and Durbon
but roughly trucssinir it from a closo study
of the map it appears to lio something less
man zuu miles ll tho pigeons on board or
the Powerful always sumosilI the shin
came out equipped with a pigeon post are
worm ineir gram they would Io able to
make the yurnoy from Ladysmith to their
post in three hours and a half German
military pigeons havo the llowing records
to their credit Eighty three miles in one
hour 2 minutes SO seconds Four hun-
dred

¬

and forty miles in seven hours 4l
minutes Three hundred and fifty milt
in six hours and 12 minute3

THE C0PPEE EBT70N OF THE OAK
UY GIIO V COOTS 1ST MASS

SALEM MASS
CAV

In tho days of sixty one and five
When foul treison raised its gory head

And the South in deadly hato did strive
Gainst the Union great when reason

lied
And passion ruled and blood did flow

Twas then the lxiys in blue heroc true
Itoso in their might to crush the foe

Left their homes and dear ones bado
adieu

These the veteran heroes are from near and
far

Who wear the copper button of the GAR
On many a bloody battlefield

Mid ping of bullets and burst of shell
And groans and shrieks and tho clash of

steel
There in tho smoke of that living hell

Midst dead and dying who would not yield
There whero hundreds of our heroes fell
Under wheel and horses iron heel

They won tho right and won it well
At cannons mouth midst roar and yell

and loud hurrah
To wear the copper button of tho GAR
Twas the boys in blue on land and sen

Who stood the test when tho Nation
called

Two millions of our yoemen free
Suffered and fought and bled and died

That not a star in our countrys llag
Should be erased from its field of blue

Then honor tho boys who did not lag
Our veteran heroes stanch and true

Who fought the fight and earned the right
mai iiouu snouia oar

To wear the copper button of the GAR
bend in j our clubs now You

lmvu a clmucc at hat 500 for
every name sent in See laire
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EVERYDAY LIFE OF

ABRAHAM LINCOLN
Conllnrii tl fr6m flrt pac

i iZ
untorn by usurpation1 to tho latest genera
tion that fate shall permit tho world to know
This task gratitude io our fathers justice
to ourselves duty to posterity all impera-
tively require usfaithfully to perform

How then shall wo perform it At
what point shall we expect tho approach of
danger Shall awo expect somo trans
atlantic military giant to step the ocean and
crush us at a blow Never All the armies
of Europe Asia and Africa combined with
all the treasure of tho earth our own ex-

cepted
¬

in their military chest with a Bona-
parte

¬

for a commander could not by force
take a drink from the Oliio or make attack
on tho Bluo Ridge in a trial of a thousand
years At what point then is the ap-
proach

¬

of danger to be expected I answer
if it over reach us it must spring up amongst
ourselves It cannot come from abroad
If destruction be our lot wo must ourselves
bo its author and finisher As a Nation of
free men wo must live through all time or
dio by suicide I hope I am not over wary
but if I am not there is even now some-
thing

¬

of ill omen amongst u i I mean the
increasing disregard for law which per ¬

vades the country the growing disposition
to substitute the wild and furious passions
in lieu of the sober judgment of the courts
and the worse than savage mobs for the
executive ministers of justice This dis-
position

¬

is awfully fearful in any com-
munity

¬

and that it now exists in ours
though grating to our feelings to admit it
it would be a violation of truth and an in-

sult
¬

to our intelligence to deny Accounts
of outrages committed by mobs form tho
evcry day news of the times They have
pervaded the country from New England
to Louisiana they aro neither peculiar to
the eternal snows of tho former nor the
burning sun of the latter They are not the
creaiure of climate neither aro they con
fined to the slave holding or

States Alike they spring up
among the pleasure hunting masters of
Southern slaves and the order loving citi- -

ens of the land of steady habits What
ever their course may be it is common to
tho whole country Here then is one
point at which danger may Ie expectedt
The question recurs How shall we fortify
against it The answer is simple Let
every American every lover of liberty
every well wisher to his posterity swear by
the blood of the Revolution never to vio
late in the least particular tho Iawsof the
country and never to tolerato their viola-
tion

¬

by others As the patriots of 70 did
to the support of the Declaration of Inde
pendence so to the support or tho cjonsu
tution and the Iavs let every American
pledge his life his property and his sacred
honor let every man remember that to
violate the law is In trample on the blood of
his father andfrrSrar the charter of his
own and his childrens liberty Let rever ¬

ence for the lans pi breathed by every
American mother tothe lisping babe that
prattles on her lap Let it bo taught in
schools in seminaries and in colleges
Ut it be written ln primers spelling books
and in almanacs lxt it be preached from
the pulpit proclaimed in legislative halls
and enforced nr courts of justice And m
snort let it becOnie the political religion of
tile Nation i

iito SLAViuvyJsrvTiMrXT is Illinois
During the years of Lincolns service in

ch Legislature of Illinois the Democraic
party was strongly dominant throughout
the State Thuifeeling on tho subject of
slavery was decidedly in syuiiiathy with
the youth A ilargib iiereenlage of tho
settlers in thes iiitiierii and middle portions
of Illinois were from the States in which
Tae labor waittuntauied and although

the deteraunatiou pot to permit the institu ¬

tion to obtain a foothold in tho new om
inonweiltli wius irennrlL the ixoile were
opposed lo m aUion wnich should aiect
its couditi in where it was already oolal
lished During tlie sessions of IK- -
resolutions of an extre rie pn slavjry char
acter were carried through the Legislature
b the Democratic party Tlie amiiH tne
measure was to present the Aholrtinusts
from obtaining a foothold m tli6 btale
Mr Lincoln coiilii not conscientiously su
ixirt the resolutions nor hold his peace c u
cernuig theai lie did not shrink fro u the
issue but at the hazard of being his politi
cal popularity and the gratifying prosi ects
mat were ojtemng ueiore in i itoorevv op a
protest against the unjust enactment and
had it entered upon tlie Journal of tho
I Ion io Only one of the hundred Repre
sentatives in the House at tins time had tho
courage to sign it with him The presenta ¬

tion of this document was one of the many
honest acts of Mr Lincolns course Mho
pretest was aj follows

MAitcn s ixu
The following protest was presented to

the llouse which was read and ordured Io
bespread on the journals to wit

Kesolutioiis upon the subject of do
mestic slavery having lussed loth
branches of the General Assembly at Its
present session tho undersigned hereby
protest against the iiassage of the samo

Thev lioiievo that tho Institution of
slavery is founded on both injustice and bad
policy but that the proiiulgition of aboli-
tion

¬

doctrines tends rather to increase than
abate its evils

Thoy eliee that the Congress of tho
United States has in power under the
Constitution to interfere with the institu-
tion

¬

of slavery in the diiforent States
fhoy behove that the Congress of the

United Suites has tho nower under the
Constitution to aiiolish slavery in tho Dis ¬

trict of Columbia but that the jiower ought
not to bo exercised unless at the request of
the people of the District

Mho difference between these opinions
and thoso contained in the said resolutions
is their reason for entering tins protest

Signed DAN stoni
A Lincoln

Representatives from tlie County of
Sangamon

CONTIST WITH GPX KWINC5

Tho great financial panic which swont
over tho c xintry in 1837 rendered oxinxli
cut an extra session of tho Legislature
which wis called together in July Gen
Leo D Ewing had been elected to this
session from Fayette County for tho ex¬

press purpose of repealing tho law removing
tho Capital from Vandalia to Springfield
Gen Ewing wassays Mr Linder a

man of considerable notoriety popularity
ami talents Ho had been a member of
Congress from Illinois and had filled
various State offices in his time Ho was
a man of elegant manners great icrsonal
couraire and would irrace either the fuiIoiis
of fashion or thofSeiiato Uhamlierat Wash-
ington

¬

The legislature oiiened its sjiecial
session u was mere- as a spectator and
Gen Ewing sounded the Uxwin of war
lio said that the arrogance of Springfield
its presumption dn claiming tho seat of
Government waa not to Iks endured that
tio law had boenpassed by chicanery and
tnckery that the-- Springfield delegation
had sold out to tho internal improvement
men and had promised their support to
every measure that would gain thorn a vote
to tho law removing tho seat of Govern-
ment

¬

He said rhany other things cutting
and sarcastic Lincoln was chosen by his
colleagues as their champion to reply to
E ving and I want to say hero that this was
tho first time that I began to conceive a very
high opinion of the talents and personal
courage of Abraham Lincoln He retorted
upon Ewing with great severity denounc-
ing

¬

his insinuations imputing corruption
to him and his colleagues and paying back
with usury all that Ewing had said when
everybody thought and believed that he
was digging his own grave for it was
known that Ewing would not quietly pocket
any insinuations that would degrade him
Iiersonally I rooillect his reply to Lincoln
well After addressing the Speaker ho
turned to the Sangamon delegation who
all sat In tho same portion or the House and
said Gentlemen have you no other cham-
pion

¬

than this coarse and vulgar fellow to
bring into the lists against me Do vou
suppose that I will condescend to break a
lance with your low and obscure colleague

- - r rr ttiT J - -rr v-

We were all very much alarmed for fear
thore would be a personal conflict between
Ewing and Lincoln It was confidently
believed that a challenge must passbotwean
thorn but friends on both sides took it In
haid and it was settled without anything
serious growing out of it
LINCOLN LAYS OUT A TOTVN THE TITLE

HONEST ABE
In January 1836 an old friend of Mr

Lincolns Mr John Bennett took up his
residence in the little village of Petersburg
just north of Salem My earliest ac-
quaintance

¬

with Mr Lincoln ho says
commenced in February of that year on

his return from Vandalia where ho naa
spent tho Winter ns a member of the Legis-
lature

¬

from Sangamon County Mr Lin-
coln

¬

spent most of tho month of llnrch in
Petersburg finishing tip the survey and
planning of tho town ho had commenced
the year before I was a great deal in his
company and formed a high estimate of
his worth and social qualities which was
strengthened by many years of subsequent
social intercourse and business transactions
finding him always strictly honest in fact
he was universally spoken of in this region
as Honest Ale After Menard County
was formed out of a portion of Sangamon
County and tho County seat established at
Petersburg Mr Lincoln was a regular
attendant at tho courts and as I was then
keeping a hotel he was ono of my regular
customers whero ho met many of his old
cronies of his early days at Salem ami they
uniformly spent the most of the nights in
telling stories or spinning long yarns of
which Mr Lincoln was particularly fond

To bo continued

This Will Interest Many
F r rarkhiir it tin- - lloMon publlslicr snys

tlnitlf in ono wlionaflllcted wltli rhcutmthm
In iinj form or noumlirin will send tlicir ml
dresto him at box loOl oton Miw lie will
illrcct them to n perf ct cure Ho has nothing
to sell or irlrconl fells ynu how he was cured
Hundreds tiuvu tested it with success

FROM GEN PATTEE

A Distinguished Old Sold er Forced to Accept
the Hospitalities of a Soldiers Home

Editor National Tribune In-
closed

¬

I send you an editorial cut from the
Chicago Tribune Mho vicious cruelty and
disregard of truth manifested far exceed
nnytliing that I havo before seen After
tho first paragraph there is not a word of
truth in it liis comments on pension at-
torneys

¬

and pension ring aro peculiarly
false and unjust Mho old soldier by him-
self

¬

as a general thing could do but little
towards securing a iiension without tho aid
of an attorney Tho number of pension

Lnttorneys has been reduced within a few
years almost one half And thoy do not all
live in Washington and are usually as
honest as political editors Tho veterans
only ask tho laws to bo executed as they
exist or repealed

Thoy aro just as honest as any other
class of men Congress made tho laws for
a nurposo after due deliberation and all we
ask isthat- - they be executed or repealed
Wo protest against them being miscon-
strued

¬

or abrogated That tho Commis-
sioner

¬

has mistaken the law no man dare
deny for ho has been called down fre-
quently

¬

by the Assistant Secretary of the
Interior who decides all cases apriealed

I am at present enjoying the hospitality
of the Soldiers Home in South Dakota and
there aro about 180 veterans in it at the
present time Aliout 90 per cent of them
are completely broken down and disabled
Several of them are helpless and move aliout
in wheel chairs One gets no pension at
all and others only 12 per month under
the law of 1800 with old law claim pending
Mhcre are others many of them too who
are totally disabled and getting from SO to
S12 rr month with old law claims pending
for six to 12 years who are entitled to from
SIO to S50 per month

I filed my claim under the old law June
4 18U0 and tinder tho new law Aug 22
ISfiO I am getting S12 per month I
served in the volunteer army from Oct 23
18 il to Juno 22 18ifi aliout 10 months
as Captain eight months as Major and
three years and 10 months as Lieutenant- -
Colonel I have 2iafTidavit3 filed toprovemy
claim and two of them would Insufficient
to wove my claim before any rourt on
earth eyent perhaps before the high court
of the Pension Bureau or a French court- -
martial I have lieen examined by three
medical boards at an expense of S21 cash
and I have j ist lieen informed by my at
torney that my claim has lieen rejected by
tho Board of Reviow lioeause there is no
hospital record and that my claim will bo
referred to Sfieeial Examiners which
means a delay of from one to three years

The editorial I send yon from the Chicago
Tribwic savs Censure of Commissioner
Evns is indirect censure of tho President
It docs not reiuire any great wisdom or
neu cm todisenverthat nor do the veterans
dolge the conclusion or the responsibility
Wo claim the right to criticize even tho
President and no man can deny us tho
right There are at least two old veterans
this Home myself and one other that ex
ivndod timo and monev to attend State
Conventions in two different States to help
to orgini7e the Ropublican party before
Mr VeKinlev was 13 years old JOHN
PATTEE Trevet Brigadier Goneral U S
A late Ciotiin Co A 14th Iowa late
Major 41st Iowa lata Liontenant Colonel
7th Iowa Cav HotSnrings S D

1035 Atlanfs
Editor National Trirune Pleaso

give mo through vour valuable paner a
horthistorv of tio Atlantis W J LE

TALIEY Spnrr Fla
Ilio Lost Atlantis Is an old myth or tra-

dition
¬

and r lntl to a vast island in the
Atlantic Oc an which was supposed to
ha o ben well populated and quite ad ¬

vanced in ciulization but had been sunk
by smr convulsion of the earth Some
Iuvp thought tint tho Canary Islands aro
portions of this Island Tho matter was
fist mntinnd bv Plato Tlie subject has
Ivn a favorite one with many writers
down to Ign itius Donnolly EDITOR NA ¬

TIONAL Tribune
Cape Nome Gold District

Special Agent Samuel C Dunham who
is engaged in taking tho census in Alaska
in a report to the Director of tho Census
says of the Capo Nome gold field that there
aro now probably 5000 persons in tho dis-
trict

¬

which will bo increased to 25C0O at
least by the 1st of July Ho says it is q uite
safe to predict a greater movement of popu-
lation

¬

to this section of Alaska next year
than that to tho Klondike last year The
creek claims havo produced during tho
short Summer season he says more tl an
Slri0000 and the beach has probably ex ¬

ceeded this Building operations liave
lieen very active and lumber has sold as
high as 00 per 1000 feet and coal is S140
a ton Mho supply of both is now ex-
hausted

¬

Two thirds of the population are
living in tents and provisions aro
scarce It costs now S4 for a meal as
against SI a month ago and famine prices
are sure to prevail before the middle of
Winter

An Obliging w

Oh Tom exclaimed the bride of six
months what do you think Mother says
she wants her body cremated

Shedoes eh said tho husband Well
tell her to get ready and Ill take her over
to the crematory the first thing in the morn-
ing

¬

5
Primary Secondary or Tertiary Blood Poison
Pcrminenllj Cared Yoa an be treated it home aider
time tuarantjr If yen hive taken mercury Iodide potasb
and alill have achea aad pains Mncus Patchea la Moatb
Sore Throat Pimples Copper Catered Spoil Ulcere on
any part of the bodr Hair or Eyekrowa fallini oof write
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